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SUBJECT: MTN NEGOTIATIONS WITH ROC 
REF: (A) STATE 102864, (B) STATE 90086 

1 . RDC TRADE NEGOTIATORS ARE ANXIOUSLY 

AWAITING WORD FROM US SIDE ON DATES FOR THE FIRST ROUND 
DF TALKS IN WASHINGTON. COMMATT PASSED THE WORD THAT 
OPENING SESSION COULD BE DELAYED BY SEVERAL WEEKS BECAUSE 
OF US DELEGATION LEADER LANDE’S POSSIBLE TRIP TO BRAZIL 
AND SLIPPAGE IN PREPARATION OF US REQUEST LIST. IM- 
PORTANCE ATTACHED TO EARLY BEGINNING OF NEGOTIATIONS BY 
CROC IS SHOWN BY THEIR WILLINGNESS TO BE IN US ON MAY 20 
AT TIME OF INAUGURATION OF CHIANG CHING-KUO AS PRESIDENT. 
KEEN DESIRE TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS ASAP IS UNDOUBTEDLY 
POLITICALLY MOTIVATED, SINCE NEWS OF BEGINNING OF 
NEGOTIATIONS WOULD BE GOOD PUBLIC RELATIONS HERE AT HOME. 

2. OFFER LIST HAS NOT YET REACHED ROC, BUT THIS IS OF 

NO GREAT CONCERN. MINISTRY OF FINANCE HAS ALREADY PRE- 
PARED STUDY OF US TARIFF ITEMS LIKELY TO BE ON US OFFER 
LIST. THEY ARE A LITTLE NERVOUS ABOUT WHAT WILL BE ON 
US REQUEST LIST AND SUGGEST THAT WASHINGTON CABLE EMBASSY 
GIVING TARIFF ITEM AND PERCENT REDUCTION TO BE REQUESTED. 
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3. AS TO NEGOTIATIONS THEY ENVISAGE FIRST SESSION AS 
SETTING GROUND RULES (AND PROBABLY EDUCATING THEM 
IN SUBTLETIES OF TARIFF NEGOTIATING PRINCIPLES).SULLIVAN 
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